
A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
AEG Motorhomes places dedicated motorhome Wi-Fi among its ten
accessories UK travellers should consider in 2026.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Quirky Campers’ 50-item guide calls magnetic hooks a low-cost, high-value
way to add hanging storage for towels, coats and keys.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.

CampaMate’s 2026

COMPLETE MUST-HAVES &
RECOMMENDED GEAR

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES

Levelling blocks / ramps
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

CampaMate’s
Essentials & Must-Haves

Guide
A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

The 60-second walk-around
Do the same walk-around every time you leave a pitch. A consistent
routine is far more reliable than trying to remember a different list each
morning.

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Quirky Campers’ 50-item guide calls magnetic hooks a low-cost, high-value
way to add hanging storage for towels, coats and keys.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.

A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

The 60-second walk-around
Do the same walk-around every time you leave a pitch. A consistent
routine is far more reliable than trying to remember a different list each
morning.

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
AEG Motorhomes places dedicated motorhome Wi-Fi among its ten
accessories UK travellers should consider in 2026.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Quirky Campers’ 50-item guide calls magnetic hooks a low-cost, high-value
way to add hanging storage for towels, coats and keys.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES

Levelling blocks / ramps
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

CampaMate’s
Essentials & Must-Haves

Guide
A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

The 60-second walk-around
Do the same walk-around every time you leave a pitch. A consistent
routine is far more reliable than trying to remember a different list each
morning.

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
AEG Motorhomes places dedicated motorhome Wi-Fi among its ten
accessories UK travellers should consider in 2026.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.

Must have's & Recommended gear

A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
AEG Motorhomes places dedicated motorhome Wi-Fi among its ten
accessories UK travellers should consider in 2026.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Quirky Campers’ 50-item guide calls magnetic hooks a low-cost, high-value
way to add hanging storage for towels, coats and keys.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.

CampaMate’s 2026

COMPLETE MUST-HAVES &
RECOMMENDED GEAR

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES

Levelling blocks / ramps
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

CampaMate’s
Essentials & Must-Haves

Guide
A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

The 60-second walk-around
Do the same walk-around every time you leave a pitch. A consistent
routine is far more reliable than trying to remember a different list each
morning.

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Quirky Campers’ 50-item guide calls magnetic hooks a low-cost, high-value
way to add hanging storage for towels, coats and keys.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.

A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

The 60-second walk-around
Do the same walk-around every time you leave a pitch. A consistent
routine is far more reliable than trying to remember a different list each
morning.

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
AEG Motorhomes places dedicated motorhome Wi-Fi among its ten
accessories UK travellers should consider in 2026.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Quirky Campers’ 50-item guide calls magnetic hooks a low-cost, high-value
way to add hanging storage for towels, coats and keys.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES

Levelling blocks / ramps
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Magnetic hooks
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Visit VanLifeUK 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

CampaMate’s
Essentials & Must-Haves

Guide
A practical CampaMate guide to the kit, comforts and clever extras that make
campervan and motorhome trips easier, safer and more enjoyable.

Ready for the road
You do not need to take everything you own. The best setup is the
one that covers the essentials, suits your vehicle and leaves
enough space to enjoy it.

CampaMate tip
Start with safety, water, power, sleep and food. Add comfort items after
that. If an item has two uses, packs flat or nests inside something else, it
earns its place.

The CampaMate packing rule: keep frequently used items easy to
reach, group similar kit together, and avoid filling every cupboard
before you leave. A little spare capacity makes day-to-day van life
much easier.
Use this guide as a master checklist rather than a requirement list. A
weekend on a serviced campsite needs very different equipment from
a winter trip, a family holiday or several nights off-grid.
Before buying more: check what is already fitted or supplied in your
vehicle. Measure storage spaces, check payload limits and think about
how much electrical power each appliance needs.

THE FIVE FOUNDATIONS
1 Safety First aid, fire protection, breakdown kit and secure

storage.

2 Water Drinking water, filling, washing and waste-water
handling.

3 Power Hook-up, 12V/USB charging and sensible off-grid
backup.

4 Comfort Good sleep, weather-ready clothing and a warm, dry
living space.

5 Food Simple cookware, safe food storage and a compact
kitchen setup.

1. Before you set off
Some things can be bought on the road. Documents, keys and the
right vehicle information are much harder to replace.

DOCUMENTS & MONEY
□ Driving licence □ Insurance details
□ Breakdown cover details □ Vehicle documents
□ Passport / travel documents when
required

□ Health / travel insurance details

□ Debit / credit cards □ A small amount of cash
□ Emergency contact numbers □ Spare vehicle key kept separately

VEHICLE CHECK
□ Tyre pressures and tread checked □ Engine oil
□ Coolant □ Screenwash
□ Lights and indicators □ Fuel / charge level
□ Leisure battery status □ Gas supply checked safely
□ Fresh-water level □ Waste tank emptied
□ Windows, roof and lockers
secured

□ Loose items stowed before driving

CampaMate tip
Keep a small 'leave now' pouch with keys, wallet, phone cable,
documents and any essential medication. It stops the most important
items disappearing into cupboards.

2. Safety, security & breakdown
kit
Safety equipment should be easy to reach - not buried beneath
bedding or outdoor furniture.

□ First aid kit □ Fire extinguisher suitable for the
vehicle

□ Fire blanket □ Carbon monoxide alarm
□ Smoke alarm □ Warning triangle where

appropriate
□ High-visibility vest(s) □ Torch / head torch
□ Spare batteries □ Tyre inflator / pressure gauge
□ Jump leads or jump starter □ Basic tool kit
□ Wheel chocks □ Levelling ramps
□ Spare bulbs / fuses where suitable □ Work gloves
□ Disposable gloves □ Disinfectant / hand cleaner
□ Wheel clamp or other visible
security

□ Door / window security devices if
used

Safety first
Test alarms regularly and replace batteries as required. If you use gas
appliances, ventilation and a working carbon monoxide alarm are
particularly important.

A compact emergency box can hold a torch, gloves, basic tools, cable
ties, strong tape, spare fuses, a tyre gauge and a few cleaning
supplies. Keep it in the same place every trip.

3. Power & charging
Think about what you actually need to run, how long you will be
away from hook-up and what your vehicle's electrical system can
safely support.

CORE POWER KIT
□ Phone charging cables □ 12V / USB adapters
□ Power bank □ Spare batteries
□ Electric hook-up lead where
applicable

□ Correct site / travel adapters

□ Compact extension / power strip
where safe and appropriate

□ Rechargeable lantern

□ Battery monitor if fitted □ Low-power reading light

OFF-GRID EXTRAS
□ Portable power station □ Solar panel / solar charging setup
□ Inverter sized for intended loads □ 12V compressor fridge
□ Rechargeable fan □ USB rechargeable lights

CampaMate tip
High-wattage appliances can drain batteries quickly. Check the wattage
of kettles, hairdryers, heaters and cooking appliances before relying on
an inverter or portable power station.

4. Water, toilet & washing
A simple water routine makes a huge difference, especially when
you are away from full campsite facilities.

FRESH WATER
□ Food-grade water container □ Drinking-water bottles
□ Filling hose □ Tap / hose adapters
□ Collapsible bucket □ Water filter if part of your setup

TOILET & WASTE
□ Toilet paper □ Toilet chemicals suitable for your

system
□ Disposable gloves □ Waste tank / cassette supplies
□ Rubbish bags □ Small bin
□ Portable toilet if needed □ Hand sanitiser

WASHING
□ Quick-dry towels □ Soap / shower gel
□ Shampoo □ Toothbrush & toothpaste
□ Wash bag □ Wet wipes
□ Portable shower if useful □ Laundry bag
□ Travel washing line & pegs

CampaMate tip
Keep drinking-water equipment separate from anything used for waste
water or toilet servicing. Colour-coding containers and hoses makes this
easy.

5. The compact CampaMate
kitchen
Choose sturdy, stackable equipment and take only the cookware
you genuinely use.

COOKING & EATING
□ Kettle □ One or two versatile pans
□ Frying pan / skillet □ Lids
□ Plates / bowls □ Mugs / cups
□ Cutlery □ Sharp kitchen knife
□ Chopping board □ Cooking spoon / spatula / tongs
□ Tin opener □ Bottle / cork opener
□ Scissors □ Lighter / matches where

appropriate

FOOD & STORAGE
□ Stackable food containers □ Reusable bags / wraps
□ Cool box or fridge □ Tea / coffee
□ Salt, pepper & favourite
seasonings

□ Cooking oil

□ Reusable water bottles □ Flask / insulated bottle
□ Easy road snacks

CLEAN-UP
□ Washing-up liquid □ Sponge / brush
□ Tea towels □ Small drying mat / rack
□ Kitchen roll □ Rubbish bags

CampaMate tip
Nesting pans, collapsible kettles and stackable containers save valuable
cupboard space. Decant spices and cooking basics into small labelled
containers rather than carrying full-size packs.

6. Sleep, warmth & privacy
Good sleep is one of the best upgrades you can give any trip.

□ Season-appropriate duvet /
sleeping bags

□ Pillows

□ Fitted sheet / bed linen □ Extra blanket
□ Mattress topper if needed □ Blackout curtains / screens
□ Thermal cab screens □ Hot-water bottle
□ Warm socks / sleepwear □ Earplugs
□ Eye mask □ Rechargeable bedside light

COLD WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Warm layers □ Waterproof coat
□ Hat & gloves □ Frost scraper
□ Anti-frost screen cover □ Suitable vehicle heater
□ Snow equipment where required

WARM WEATHER ADD-ONS
□ Sun cream □ Sun hats
□ Travel fan □ Mosquito / insect net
□ Insect repellent □ Tick remover
□ Lightweight bedding

CampaMate tip
British weather can change quickly. Even in summer, one warm layer and
one waterproof layer are worth keeping somewhere easy to reach.

7. Campsite & outdoor living
A few well-chosen outdoor items can turn a parking space into a
comfortable pitch.

□ Folding camping chairs □ Compact folding table
□ Awning / drive-away shelter if
useful

□ Windbreak

□ Outdoor mat / doormat □ Picnic blanket
□ Lantern □ Head torch
□ BBQ where permitted □ BBQ tools
□ Hammock where appropriate □ Washing line & pegs
□ Small dustpan & brush □ Portable vacuum
□ Shoe tray / wet gear bag

CampaMate tip
Always check site rules before using BBQs, firepits or open flames.
Ground conditions and local fire restrictions can change what is safe or
permitted.

8. Storage that actually works
The secret is not more storage - it is making every item easy to find
and easy to put away.

SMART STORAGE IDEAS
□ Packing cubes □ Labelled storage boxes
□ Under-bed boxes □ Hanging organisers
□ Overhead nets where safely fitted □ Vacuum bags for bulky seasonal

items
□ Small cable / charger pouch □ Dedicated laundry bag
□ Collapsible containers □ Hooks / organisers suitable for the

vehicle

CampaMate tip
Pack by frequency: daily-use items at the front, occasional items higher
or further back. Give each person one clothing cube or bag and stick to
the space available.

Before driving, secure anything that could move, fall or become a
projectile. Keep heavy items low and avoid overloading cupboards or
roof storage.

9. Tech, navigation & rainy-day
kit
Technology is useful, but a simple backup can save the day when
signal, power or navigation lets you down.

□ Mobile phone □ Sat-nav / navigation app
□ Offline maps □ Paper map backup
□ Tablet / e-reader □ Camera
□ Headphones □ Bluetooth speaker
□ Power bank □ Charging cables
□ Books □ Playing cards
□ Compact board game □ Notebook / journal
□ Kids' activities if travelling as a
family

CampaMate tip
Download maps, campsite details, tickets and important documents
before travelling into areas with weak signal. Keep a written emergency
number list too.

10. Personal kit & clothing
Pack for what you will actually do, not every situation you can
imagine.

□ Everyday layers □ Warm jumper / fleece
□ Waterproof jacket □ Comfortable trousers / shorts
□ Underwear & socks □ Walking shoes / boots
□ Campsite shoes / flip-flops □ Swimwear
□ Sunglasses □ Day rucksack
□ Personal medication □ Glasses / contact lens spares
□ Deodorant □ Sun cream
□ Lip balm □ Bug spray
□ Basic toiletries

CampaMate tip
For longer trips, plan to wash clothes rather than packing a fresh outfit
for every day. Clothes that mix and match reduce the amount you need
to carry.

11. Clever extras worth
considering
These are not essentials for everyone, but the right few can make a
big difference to the way you travel.

Solar charging Useful for extending off-grid stays when correctly
matched to your battery setup.

Portable power
station

A flexible way to charge devices and run suitable
low-to-medium power equipment.

Drive-away
awning

Adds sheltered living or storage space without
permanently tying the van to the pitch.

Roof box / rack Adds capacity for bulky equipment, but check roof
limits, height and payload.

Bike rack Lets you explore after the van is parked; check
vehicle and rack weight limits.

Portable shower Handy when facilities are limited, provided water
use and drainage are responsible.

Compressor fridge Efficient cold storage can make longer trips much
easier.

Blackout / thermal
screens

Improve privacy and can help manage light and
temperature.

CampaMate tip
Every extra has a cost in money, space and payload. Add upgrades
because they solve a real problem for the way you travel, not because
every van 'should' have them.

12. CampaMate quick-check
before departure
A final two-minute sweep before you turn the key.

□ Documents, wallet and keys
packed

□ Phones charged

□ Route / first stop saved □ Tyres visually checked
□ Oil / coolant / screenwash
checked

□ Fuel / charge sufficient

□ Fresh water topped up as needed □ Waste emptied
□ Gas secured / system checked □ Hook-up disconnected and stored
□ Levelling ramps / chocks collected □ Awning / roof / pop-top fully

secured
□ Windows and vents secured for
travel

□ Cupboards and drawers latched

□ Fridge secured □ Loose items stowed
□ Outdoor furniture packed □ Rubbish removed
□ Pitch checked for forgotten items □ Everyone onboard - including

pets!

The 60-second walk-around
Do the same walk-around every time you leave a pitch. A consistent
routine is far more reliable than trying to remember a different list each
morning.

Pack smart. Travel prepared. Enjoy the road.
This guide is general travel information. Always follow your vehicle manufacturer’s
instructions, campsite rules, equipment safety guidance and the legal requirements
that apply to the country you are travelling in.

CampaMate’s 2026
COMPLETE MUST-HAVES & RECOMMENDED GEAR

All earlier items + current 2026 web recommendations

This version restores the full combined list and also adds a clearly
labelled 2026 recommendations found in current guides and touring
websites section. The orange links are clickable. The section starts
immediately after the original guide with only a small visual break.

2026 RECOMMENDATIONS FOUND IN CURRENT
GUIDES & WEBSITES
Levelling blocks / ramps
MapTrotting’s May 2026 list starts its 59 motorhome must-haves with
levelling blocks, while AEG’s June 2026 list also includes levelling systems.
Visit MapTrotting 2026 ›

Reusable dehumidifier bags
CamperBrain’s updated 2026 UK camping-gear guide names reusable
dehumidifier bags as its top pick for tackling damp and condensation.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Collapsible dish drainer
CamperBrain’s 2026 guide highlights a collapsible dish drainer as a
practical, space-saving campervan kitchen accessory.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Compact multi-tool
CamperBrain includes a 16-in-1 multi-tool among its current campervan
gear recommendations for repairs and everyday jobs.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Waterproof tarpaulin
CamperBrain recommends a heavy-duty waterproof tarp as useful
all-weather protection for campervan accessories and equipment.
Visit CamperBrain 2026 ›

Electric hook-up lead & adaptor
Barrons’ 2026 UK motorhome-accessory guide stresses a sound hook-up
lead and a coherent electrical setup as core touring equipment.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Waste bins / step mats / cleaning kit
Barrons’ 2026 guide specifically calls out correctly sized bins, step mats,
organisers and cleaning kit as small items that make the van easier to live
in.
Visit Barrons 2026 ›

Motorhome Wi-Fi
AEG Motorhomes places dedicated motorhome Wi-Fi among its ten
accessories UK travellers should consider in 2026.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Solar panels
AEG’s June 2026 list puts solar panels first for greater independence and
off-grid touring.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Awning / extra living space
AEG’s 2026 recommendations include an awning as a practical way to add
sheltered living, dining and storage space.
Visit AEG Motorhomes 2026 ›

Collapsible bowls & buckets
Quirky Campers highlights collapsible bowls and buckets for washing up,
carrying water and saving storage space.
Visit Quirky Campers ›

Compact chairs & table
A June 2026 VanLifeUK discussion recommends small/lightweight chairs and
a table among the practical first upgrades for a family campervan.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Insulated windscreen cover
The same current VanLifeUK discussion recommends a windscreen
insulation screen for comfort and temperature management.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Collapsible kettle
Current VanLifeUK recommendations include a collapsible kettle as a useful
space-saving campervan item.
Visit VanLifeUK community 2026 ›

Portable stove / cooking equipment
Halfords’ current Van Life range specifically groups portable stoves,
cookware and cooking equipment among practical van-life essentials.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Storage organisers / fold-flat crates
Halfords’ Van Life guide recommends stackable boxes, hanging organisers
and fold-flat crates for maximising small-van storage.
Visit Halfords Van Life ›

Reversing camera
Pilote’s 2026 equipment packs include a reversing camera alongside
modern infotainment and solar equipment.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

200Ah lithium + 200W solar
Pilote’s 2026 Boost Pack combines a 200Ah lithium battery with two 100W
solar panels, reflecting the move toward more capable factory off-grid
setups.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

Hot/cold exterior shower
Pilote’s 2026 Grand Confort equipment includes a hot/cold water shower in
the storage area, reinforcing the usefulness of exterior washing facilities.
Visit Pilote 2026 ›

POWER, SOLAR & OFF-GRID
Portable power station
Flexible backup power for phones, laptops, lights and suitable appliances.
LiFePO₄ models are especially attractive for frequent use.
Visit Jackery UK ›

Higher-capacity portable power
For heavier off-grid use, larger units can support more demanding
equipment for longer.
Visit EcoFlow UK ›

Solar charging
Fixed roof or portable solar helps replenish leisure batteries and power
stations while touring.
Visit Renogy UK ›

Lithium leisure battery upgrade
More usable capacity and long cycle life can make a major difference to an
off-grid electrical setup.
Visit Victron Energy ›

DC-to-DC alternator charger
Efficiently charges the leisure battery while driving and works well
alongside solar.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Smart battery monitor
Makes remaining capacity, charging input and consumption easier to
understand.
Visit Victron Energy ›

Inverter / inverter-charger
Allows suitable mains equipment to run from the leisure electrical system
when correctly sized and installed.
Visit Victron Energy ›

USB-C fast charging
High-output USB-C PD sockets reduce charger clutter and can power many
modern phones, tablets and laptops.
Visit Renogy UK ›

WATER, SHOWER, TOILET & WASHING
Portable rechargeable shower
A compact shower pump for basic washing and rinsing muddy boots, dogs,
bikes and beach gear.
Visit Colapz ›

Heated portable camping shower
Adds warm-water convenience where a fitted shower is unavailable.
Visit Colapz ›

External shower point
A fitted outside shower is useful for rinsing gear and pets without bringing
mess inside.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Outdoor rechargeable shower pump
Turns a suitable water container into a simple portable rinse station.
Visit Halfords ›

Water filtration
Can improve drinking-water taste and add reassurance when filling from
unfamiliar supplies.
Visit Dometic ›

Collapsible bucket / washing bowl
Cheap, lightweight and useful for washing up, carrying water and muddy
equipment.
Visit Colapz ›

Collapsible water carrier
Space-saving fresh-water storage for smaller vans.
Visit Colapz ›

Portable toilet
A particularly useful option for compact campervans without a fitted
washroom.
Visit Dometic ›

CAMPING & OUTDOOR LIVING
Drive-away awning
Adds separate living, sleeping or storage space while still allowing the
campervan to leave the pitch.
Visit Vango ›

Roll-out / wind-out awning
Quick shade and weather protection for lunch stops and campsite living.
Visit Fiamma ›

Inflatable awning
Air-beam systems can be quicker to pitch than traditional pole awnings.
Visit Outwell ›

Camping chairs
Supportive folding chairs are among the most-used campsite accessories.
Visit Vango ›

Compact folding table
Instant outdoor dining, cooking or workspace with little storage penalty.
Visit Outwell ›

Modular camp kitchen / cook station
Creates organised outdoor preparation and cooking space on longer stays.
Visit Outwell ›

Windbreak
Adds shelter and privacy on exposed pitches.
Visit Fiamma ›

Outdoor mat / awning carpet
Helps keep mud, sand and grass outside and makes the pitch feel more
comfortable.
Visit Fiamma ›

Portable BBQ / firepit
Compact outdoor cooking and evening warmth where campsite and local
rules allow.
Visit Primus ›

Portable compressor fridge / cool box
Useful as extra cold storage or as the main fridge in smaller conversions.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable lanterns
Flexible low-power campsite lighting without lots of disposable batteries.
Visit NEBO ›

Rechargeable head torch
Keeps both hands free for pitch setup, walking and emergencies after dark.
Visit NEBO ›

Awning / exterior LED lighting
Makes outdoor living more practical and improves visibility around the
pitch.
Visit Fiamma ›

Hammock
A compact comfort extra for suitable campsites and outdoor stops.
Visit Vango ›

Picnic blanket
Useful for beach stops, parks and quick outdoor breaks.
Visit Vango ›

WHEELS, TYRES & ADVENTURE EXTERIOR
Load-rated alloy wheels
A popular style upgrade; correct load rating, size, offset and vehicle
approval are essential.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

All-terrain tyres
Popular on adventure-style builds where extra traction is useful; correct
vehicle ratings remain essential.
Visit BFGoodrich UK ›

Rear spare-wheel / tyre carrier
Moves a full-size spare outside and can free internal or underbody space.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Underbody spare-wheel carrier
A practical alternative where chassis and vehicle layout allow it.
Visit AL-KO ›

Rear ladder
Useful where roof racks or roof-mounted equipment need regular access.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof / expedition rack
Creates space for bulky outdoor kit; check roof limits, height and payload.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Roof box
Enclosed storage for lighter bulky equipment that would otherwise fill the
living space.
Visit Thule ›

Bike rack
Rear-door, towbar and chassis-mounted options keep bikes outside the
living area.
Visit Fiamma ›

E-bike carrier
Higher bike weights make rack capacity, towbar nose weight and rear-axle
loading especially important.
Visit Thule ›

Towbar
Adds flexibility for approved bike racks, trailers and carrying systems.
Visit Witter Towbars ›

Recovery tracks
Useful for regaining traction on soft campsite ground, mud or sand.
Visit TRED ›

Tyre-mounted camping table
A clever space-saving exterior table for suitable rear-spare setups.
Visit Wheeliams ›

MOLLE / modular exterior panels
Configurable exterior or rear-door storage for lightweight tools and
adventure kit.
Visit Wheeliams ›

Mud flaps / wheel-arch protection
Useful for muddy campsites, gravel tracks and rural roads.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

Side steps / running boards
Can improve access and give adventure-style vans a more purposeful
exterior setup.
Visit Leighton Parts ›

SAFETY, SECURITY & BREAKDOWN
Tyre-pressure monitoring system (TPMS)
Real-time pressure and temperature monitoring can give early warning of a
developing tyre problem.
Visit TyrePal ›

Rechargeable tyre inflator
Compact cordless inflation backup for routine pressure adjustment or
emergencies.
Visit Halfords ›

Lithium jump starter
Compact emergency starting power without needing another vehicle.
Visit NEBO ›

Combined jump starter + tyre inflator
A space-saving emergency unit that combines two useful road tools.
Visit NEBO ›

GPS vehicle tracker
Adds another security layer for a high-value campervan or motorhome.
Visit Tracker ›

Wheel clamp
Visible physical security can complement alarms and tracking.
Visit Milenco ›

Steering / pedal security
Another visible physical deterrent for suitable vehicles.
Visit Milenco ›

Dashcam with parking mode
Useful for journey evidence and additional monitoring while parked.
Visit Nextbase ›

First-aid kit
A basic road and campsite essential for dealing with minor incidents.
Visit Halfords ›

Fire extinguisher & fire blanket
Important safety equipment for a vehicle with cooking, heating or electrical
systems.
Visit FireAngel ›

Carbon monoxide alarm
Particularly important where gas appliances or combustion heaters are
used.
Visit FireAngel ›

Levelling ramps
Improve campsite comfort and can help appliances and drainage work as
intended.
Visit Fiamma ›

Wheel chocks
Simple, compact pitch equipment for stability where appropriate.
Visit Fiamma ›

CONNECTIVITY, NAVIGATION & TECH
5G motorhome Wi-Fi system
A dedicated router and external antenna can improve onboard connectivity
for work, streaming and trip planning.
Visit Motorhome WiFi ›

Maxview Roam 5G
Purpose-built mobile internet hardware for campervans and motorhomes.
Visit Maxview ›

Avtex mobile Wi-Fi
Another touring-focused connectivity option found in current motorhome
equipment ranges.
Visit Avtex ›

Offline navigation
Download maps before remote trips so navigation still works when mobile
signal disappears.
Visit Google Maps ›

Paper map backup
A simple non-powered navigation backup remains useful on remote trips.
Visit Ordnance Survey ›

Digital document backups
Keep offline copies of insurance, breakdown information, bookings and
tickets.
Visit Apple iCloud ›

Reversing camera
Especially useful on larger vans and motorhomes and increasingly common
on current models.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Apple CarPlay / Android Auto head unit
Simplifies navigation, music and hands-free communication while touring.
Visit Pioneer UK ›

12V smart TV
A popular comfort extra on current motorhome specifications.
Visit Avtex ›

COMFORT, STORAGE & SPACE-SAVING
Thermal cab screens
Improve privacy and help manage heat loss in winter and solar gain in
summer.
Visit Hindermann ›

Blackout screens / cab blinds
Useful for privacy and sleeping comfort.
Visit Dometic ›

Mosquito / insect screens
Allow doors and windows to stay open for ventilation while reducing insects.
Visit Dometic ›

Rechargeable / 12V fan
Low-power airflow is a simple but valuable warm-weather upgrade.
Visit Dometic ›

Rattle-free crockery storage
Purpose-designed organisers keep cupboard contents secure and quieter
while driving.
Visit Purvario ›

Packing cubes
A cheap way to organise clothes and make small storage spaces easier to
use.
Visit Vango ›

Collapsible / nesting containers
Flat-fold and nesting equipment saves cupboard space throughout the van.
Visit Colapz ›

Magnetic hooks
Tiny, inexpensive storage helpers for towels, coats and keys on suitable
metal surfaces.
Visit Halfords ›

Handheld vacuum
Useful when mud, sand, pets or children are part of the trip.
Visit Dyson UK ›

Mattress topper
A high-value comfort upgrade when the standard camper bed is too firm or
uneven.
Visit Duvalay ›

Hot-water bottle / thermal bedding
Simple cold-weather comfort without major electrical demand.
Visit Vango ›

Shoe tray / wet-gear bag
Helps stop mud and wet footwear spreading through a small living space.
Visit Halfords ›

COOKING & FOOD
Compact induction hob
For vans with a suitable electrical system, induction offers fast flame-free
cooking.
Visit Sterling Power ›

Portable induction hob
A removable alternative for suitably powered setups.
Visit Lakeland ›

Nesting cookware
Stacking pans and cookware reduce cupboard space dramatically.
Visit Outwell ›

Collapsible kettle
A useful space-saving option for smaller campervans.
Visit Outwell ›

Reusable food containers
Stackable storage helps organise food and reduce packaging clutter.
Visit Joseph Joseph ›

Insulated flask / bottle
Useful for hot drinks, cold water and travel days away from the van.
Visit Thermos UK ›

BIKES, CARRYING & EXTRA CAPABILITY
Rear equipment box / carrier
Keeps wet or bulky adventure kit outside the living space.
Visit Thule ›

Outdoor equipment carrier
Modular rear or chassis-mounted storage can add useful carrying capacity.
Visit Fiamma ›

Roof-mounted adventure storage
Useful for bulky but relatively light equipment, subject to roof limits.
Visit Thule ›

External BBQ point
A useful fitted feature for owners who cook outside frequently.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Exterior 230V socket
Handy for suitable campsite equipment when connected to an appropriate
electrical supply.
Visit Auto-Trail ›

Roof air conditioning
A premium comfort upgrade for hot-weather touring, but weight and
electrical demand are significant.
Visit Truma ›

CampaMate tip
Use the web-researched recommendations as ideas, not a requirement to
buy everything. For wheels, tyres, racks, carriers, ladders, awnings,
towbars, batteries and electrical equipment, confirm compatibility,
payload, axle limits, roof limits and approved installation requirements.
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